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SCDF TAKES IMMEDIATE ACTIONS
TO ENSURE FIRE SAFETY OF BUILDINGS

A fire broke out at an industrial building at 30 Toh Guan Road on 4 May 2017,
resulting in one fatality. The Singapore Civil Defence Force’s (SCDF) investigations into the
fire found that the composite panels used as cladding on the building’s external walls were
not of Class ‘0’ standard as required under the Fire Code. SCDF’s Fire Code requires
composite panels used as cladding to be either non-combustible or certified as Class ‘0’.

2. The composite panels on the building at 30 Toh Guan Road were supplied by an
overseas manufacturer through a local sole distributor. Extensive investigations found that
40 other buildings could potentially have used non-Class ‘0’ composite panels as cladding
on their external walls. Nevertheless, SCDF has assessed that all the buildings are safe for
occupancy, and is working closely with building owners to rectify the improper use of
composite panels on their building within two months.

Preliminary Findings into Fire at 30 Toh Guan Road

3. Arising from its findings into the fire, SCDF filed a Police report on 6 July 2017. Based
on the latest Police investigations, it appears that:

a) The local distributor sold two models of composite panels from the same Alubond
brand - model FRB1 (certified as Class “0” on core, which meets the Fire Code
requirement for use as cladding) and model FRB2 (certified as Class “0” on full
assembly, which meets the Fire Code requirement for use on roofs and internal
walls but not for use as cladding).

b) Stocks of both Alubond models FRB1 and FRB2 were mixed together at the
warehouse of the local distributor. These panels from the mixed stock in the
warehouse were supplied to 40 buildings, for use as cladding on the external walls of
these buildings.!

c) Tests showed that the external walls of some of the 40 buildings contain a mixture
of Alubond models FRB1 and FRB2, i.e. some of the composite panels used as
cladding on the buildings’ external walls were not of the required Class ‘0’ standard,
and ought to have been used only for roofs or internal walls.

d) The stocks of Alubond model FRB1 were also not uniformly of the required standard,
i.e. even where the panels were said to be model FRB1, some of them did not comply
with Class ‘0’ requirements. Investigations are continuing as to how this came about.

1 Due to incomplete documentation by the distributor, there may be a small number of smaller scale
projects that might have used the composite panels, but which cannot be identified. Building owners
and QPs should email SCDF at SCDF_Cladding_Feedback@scdf.gov.sg if they have used any
Alubond composite panels, but have not been contacted by the SCDF.
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Actions by SCDF

4, SCDF has carried out immediate actions to confirm the fire safety of all the 40
buildings referred to in paragraph 3b.

5. SCDF conducted comprehensive on-site fire safety assessments of the 40
buildings. All of them remain fit and safe for occupancy due to their existing fire safety
provisions. In its assessments, SCDF examined various factors, including the proximity of
the cladding to possible ignition sources; occupied spaces and escape routes; the
proportion of the external walls covered with cladding; and the availability of fire protection
systems such as fire hose reels, sprinklers and fire alarms.

6. SCDF has notified all affected building owners, and is working closely with them to
test the cladding on their external walls. The building owners are required to disclose to
their tenants within 48 hours, the status of their cladding as conveyed to them by the SCDF.
Please refer to table below for a breakdown of affected buildings as at 24 August 2017.

Description No. of
Buildings
Number of Buildings Tested 19
Buildings tested to have Class ‘0’ composite panels as cladding 5
Buildings tested to have non-Class ‘0’ cladding 14
Number of Buildings That Have Not Been Tested 21
Total Number of Affected Buildings 40
7. The owners of buildings whose cladding were tested to be non-Class ‘0’ must work

with their Qualified Persons (QPs) to remove the affected cladding within two months,
starting from the ground level. The list of buildings which have been tested to have non-
Class ‘0’ cladding, and those which have not been tested but have unrestricted public
access is at ANNEX.

8. In the meantime, the building owners will be required to strengthen fire safety
practices by ensuring that their fire safety systems are in good order, enhance vigilance
of their personnel, and remove fire hazards.

9. Police investigations into the matter are ongoing to determine how non-Class ‘0’
composite panels meant for use on roofs and internal walls were used as cladding on
external walls. Action will be taken if there is evidence of criminal culpability. SCDF will
also review the fire safety regulations and processes for certification, relating to the use of
composite panels on buildings, to ensure that they remain robust.
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List of Affected Buildings

Affected buildings which have been tested to have non-Class ‘0’ cladding, and those which
have yet to be tested but have unrestricted public access, will be published on the SCDF
website (http://www.scdf.gov.sg/fire-safety-buildings-improper-use-cladding). As tests are
ongoing, the list on the website will be updated as and when test results are available.

(A) Buildings tested to have non-Class ‘0’ cladding, and which have yet to remove
affected cladding

No. Building Description Address

1. 3 Pioneer Sector 3 3 Pioneer Sector 3

2. 36 Jalan Tukang 36 Jalan Tukang

3. 61 Seletar Aerospace View 61 Seletar Aerospace View, Seletar
Aerospace Park

4. 321 Clementi 321 Clementi Avenue 3

5. CT Hub 2 Kallang Avenue

6. JTC CleanTech Two @ 3 Cleantech Loop

CleanTech Park
7. Our Tampines Hub 1 Tampines Avenue 4
8. Singapore Polytechnic 500 Dover Road
(Teaching Blocks, T1 to T10)

9. The Boutiq 143/145 Killiney Road

10. The Peak @ Cairnhill | 51 Cairnhill Circle

11. The Peak @ Cainrhill 1l 61 Cairnhill Circle

(B) Buildings tested to have non-Class ‘0’ cladding, and which have already
removed affected cladding

No. Building Description Address

1. Clementi Fire Station Commonwealth Avenue West

2. McDonald’s 60 Yishun Avenue 4, #01-11

3. McDonald’s 152 Bukit Batok Street 11, #01-280

(C) Buildings with unrestricted public access that have yet to be tested

No. Building Description Address

1. 1 Changi South Lane 1 Changi South Lane

2. Ang Mo Kio Methodist Church 1 Ang Mo Kio Street 21

3. Connection One 168 Jalan Bukit Merah

4. Depot Heights Shopping Centre 108 Depot Road

5. Guoco Tower 1 Wallich Street

6. JTC LaunchPad @ one-north Blocks 73, 73B, 75, 77, 81 Ayer
Rajah Crescent

7. Singapore Pools Building 210 Middle Road
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