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Fire Code Updates:

• 4th Batch of Amendments to Fire Code 
2018, Dated 30 Jul 2020

• 6th Batch of Amendments to Fire Code 
2018, Dated 15 Sep 2020

• 7th Batch of Amendments to Fire Code 
2018, Dated 1 Dec 2020



• Amendments shall take effect from the dates specified

therein.

• For those amendments that are to take effect at future

dates as specified in Annex A, Qualified Persons are

encouraged to comply with the requirements at any time

before the effective dates.

• Any proposed plans of fire safety works for new buildings or

existing buildings that are submitted to SCDF for approval on

or after the effective dates shall be subjected to the

amendments made to the Fire Code.
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Need not apply waiver if QP will like to adopt revised
amendments for their immediate projects. Although the
revised changes take effect 6 months later



4th Batch of Amendments, dated 30 July 2020
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(1) Clarification on OL factor
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Query: Seem to contradict? Moving 
forward, what is the OL factor to apply?  

4th Batch of Amendments, dated 30 July 2020

(1) Clarification on OL factor
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4th Batch of Amendments, dated 30 July 2020

(2) Clarification on reinstatement of past requirements
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4th Batch of Amendments, dated 30 July 2020

(2) Clarification on reinstatement of past requirements

Some general requirements:
- Dorms bedroom compartmentation stipulated in Cl.9.3
- General Exit Capacity requirements stipulated in 

Chapter 2 
- Fire hydrant requirements stipulated in Chapter 4
- Electrical requirements stipulated in Chapter 5
- Fire extinguisher/Fire hose reel requirements

stipulated in Chapter 6
The above requirements were previously omitted with the
understanding that QP is aware of Chapter 9 or 10 shall be read
in conjunction with other requirements relevant to the
respective purpose groups stipulated in Chapter 1 to 8 of this
Code.
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4th Batch of Amendments, dated 30 July 2020

(2) Clarification on reinstatement of past requirements

Some general requirements:
- Dorms bedroom compartmentation stipulated in Cl.9.3
- General Exit Capacity requirements stipulated in 

Chapter 2 
- Fire hydrant requirements stipulated in Chapter 4
- Electrical requirements stipulated in Chapter 5
- Fire extinguisher/Fire hose reel requirements

stipulated in Chapter 6

Where there are conflicting requirements between this
chapter and the preceding chapters, the requirements
stipulated in Chapter 9 & 10 shall take precedence.
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6th Batch of Amendments, dated 15 Sep 2020

(3) Clarification of protruding structures

What is protruding structures above the main habitable roof?
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6th Batch of Amendments, dated 15 Sep 2020

(3) Clarification of protruding structures

Exit staircase shaft

Roof level

Roof level
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6th Batch of Amendments, dated 15 Sep 2020

(4) Room to room escape
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6th Batch of Amendments, dated 15 Sep 2020

(4) Room to room escape

Rationale: 

Provide an alternative thus allowing escape via room
to room. For that to take place, the exit access door
which separate both premises must be designed to be
fail-safe type. Occupants entering to another tenant
rooms or spaces must ultimately be able to reach the
required exit staircases or exits

Reconcile with Cl.2.3.9k.(2) – Access control belonging 
to tenanted spaces 



Mr Randy Tan

6th Batch of Amendments, dated 15 Sep 2020

(4) Room to room escape 

This edits in red is meant to harmonise with room to
room escape requirements. Exit access door with EM
lock shall release when alarm on that floor activates
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6th Batch of Amendments, dated 15 Sep 2020

(5) EM lock for re-entry floor

Rationale:

The designated re-entry floor must always be accessible
during a fire emergency. Where it is installed with EM lock,
there must be a means to unlock.
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6th Batch of Amendments, dated 15 Sep 2020

(5) EM lock for re-entry floor

Question : Where there is no re-entry floor, is there a
need to provide manual override device on both sides
of the door?
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6th Batch of Amendments, dated 15 Sep 2020

(6) Clarification for buildings not listed in Table 1.4A

The edits in red was previously stipulated in Chapter 1 of Fire 
Code 2013 . Where the Code is silent , SCDF shall be consulted 
on the necessary fire safety requirements
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6th Batch of Amendments, dated 15 Sep 2020

(7) Relaxation on fire spread for PG II buildings

Balcony and air-con ledge can be used as part of this horizontal projection

if they protrude at least 600mm from the building facade and have at

least 1-hr fire-rated construction.
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6th Batch of Amendments, dated 15 Sep 2020

(8) Marking of FEA 
& FEAR
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6th Batch of Amendments, dated 15 Sep 2020

(8) Marking of FEA & FEAR

Query: Can the reflector be flushed with the road surface? 
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6th Batch of Amendments, dated 15 Sep 2020

(8) Marking of FEA & FEAR

Query 1: How to 
interpret the 3 types of 
signs?

Query 2 : Do we state it 
as XX TONNES or need 
to include the exact 
tonnage e.g. 24, 30 or 
50
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6th Batch of Amendments, dated 15 Sep 2020

(9) Clarification of other outpatient clinics

Query 1: Are outpatient clinics considered as healthcare 
occupancies? 

Query 2: If Yes to query 1, which category of healthcare 
requirements it will need to adhere to?
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(10) Clarification of Fire Safety Report

Query 1: What is Fire Safety Report and this about?

Query 2: Why no grace period? 

Query 3: When to submit? 
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(11) Clarification on Fire Safety Instruction Manual

Query 1: What is Fire Safety Report and this about?

Query 2: Relaxation of submission. Previously it is tie to 
building plan submission stage. 
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(12) Additional clarification on maintenance of fire 
protection systems

Query 1: Who will prepare?

Query 2: What are the essential maintenance details QP 
must include in Fire Safety Instruction Manual? 
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(13) Clarification for private fire hydrant below 125m
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(13) Clarification for private fire hydrant below 125m
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(13) Clarification for private fire hydrant below 125m
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(10)
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(13) Clarification for private fire hydrant below 125m

• The purpose of this revision is to remove contradicting 
requirements, and eliminate confusion and to align definition 
of compartment size between clause and Table 4.4A.

• The proposed changes does not apply to factory/warehouse 
vehicle parking. This is because the mentioned premises 
vehicles are usually lorry or heavy truck vehicles, larger fire 
can be expected.

Rationale: This relaxation is not applicable to PG 6 and PG 8 
buildings as they are usually frequent with heavy vehicles. Also, 
factory/warehouse units would have higher hydrant flow and 
tank requirement.
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(14) Clarification on air-con ventilation for SFL/FLL
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(14) Clarification on air-con ventilation for SFL/FLL
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(14) Clarification on air-con ventilation for SFL/FLL

• To supplement the new requirements to disallow 
unprotected services (including FCU) inside  smoke-
free lobby and fire lift lobby. 

• During emergency mode, the SFL & FLL will be MV 
and fulfilled by a separate fan and ducting system. 
During AC mode, the MV will not be running and the 
MV will be automatically activated during fire mode.

• Air ducts penetrations through the compartment 
walls and floors shall be provided with fire dampers.
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(15) Clarification on redundancy for MV & Pressurisation Systems
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(15) Clarification on redundancy for MV & Pressurisation Systems
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

Rationale on 10% redundancy: Redundancy is meant to cater for 
vents failing to open, due to failure of power supply or 
operating mechanism thus reducing the free area. If the vents 
are permanently fixed open, and not subject to risk of any 
failures, there should not be a need to provide redundancy.

• The natural ventilators are held close by electric power or 
pneumatic air (run by electrical power). The loss of power will 
cause of power will cause the ventilator to open.

• If N+1 fans, there will be 3 fans in one smoke zone, there will 
be 2 duty fans (50% each) + one standby. 

(15) Clarification on redundancy for MV & Pressurisation Systems
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(16) Clarification

Both basement and aboveground MSCP must be provided with 
emergency lighting. 
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(17) Clarification

Additional requirements shall be read in conjunction with other 
requirements relevant to the respective purpose groups stipulated 
in Chapter 1 to 8 of this Code. Where there are conflicting 
requirements between this chapter and the preceding chapters, 
the requirements stipulated in this chapter shall take precedence.
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(18) Clarification

Additional requirements shall be read in conjunction with other 
requirements relevant to the respective purpose groups stipulated 
in Chapter 1 to 8 of this Code. Where there are conflicting 
requirements between this chapter and the preceding chapters, 
the requirements stipulated in this chapter shall take precedence.
Applicable to requirements for special installations.
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(19) Clarification on fire safety instruction manual
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(19) Clarification on fire safety instruction manual
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(19) Clarification on fire safety instruction manual
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7th Batch of Amendments, dated 1 Dec 2020

(19) Clarification on fire safety instruction manual

• Who knows best regarding the type of fire protection 
provisions/systems?

• Maintenance of fire protection system is vital in 
ensuring the system is in  working order during a fire 
emergency.

• Where A/A are carried out, this manual shall also be 
updated.

• Submitted to SCDF for record. 
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